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Notice of Annual General Meeting 
(Clause 7 of the Constitution) 

  
Dear Member, 

In accordance with the Society’s Constitution, notice is hereby given of the Society’s Annual 

General Meeting to be held at 8:00am on Sunday 8th September 2019 at the Rydges Hotel, 

Brisbane, Australia.  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I warmly invite you to attend.  

The Agenda is Attached. 

  

Two matters of importance to be considered by members are:  

1. Nominations to the Board. 

2. Consideration of a Resolution submitted to the Board concerning the eligibility of those 

sitting the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasian Post Fellowship  

Dermatopathology Diploma. 

  

The Details on these two matters follow 

  

1. CALL FOR NOMINATIONS TO THE BOARD 

The 2018-2019 Executive is as follows. 

President                                             Dr Catherine Reid 
Pathology Vice President              Dr Trevor Beer 
Dermatology Vice President        Dr Ben Tallon 
Secretary                                             Dr Kerry Crotty 
Treasurer                                            Dr Richard Williamson 
Education Officer                             Dr Patrick Emmanuel 



 

Director                                                Dr Andrew Ryan  
Director                                                Dr Craig James 
Director                                                Dr Louise Jackett 
Director                                                Dr Alex Nirenberg 
Director                                                Dr Robert Rawson 
Director                                                Dr Ben Wood 
  

All Directors (except Dr Ben Wood, Dr Alex Nirenberg and Dr Robert Rawson), were elected 

by members as Directors at the 2017 AGM in Melbourne for two year terms which they will 

complete at the 2019 AGM.  

Dr Ben Wood and Dr Alex Nirenberg were elected by members as Directors at the 2018 AGM 

in Adelaide for two year terms until 2020.  

Dr Robert Rawson was appointed to fill a casual vacancy on the Board of Directors in 2018.  

Dr Patrick Emanuel has tendered his resignation from the Board. 

Dr Cathy Reid (President) has indicated that she will be standing down from the Board at the 

end of her term (8th September, 2019). 

Dr Kerry Crotty (Secretary) and Dr Craig James (Director) have been in their current positions 

for 6 years and are not eligible to stand again for these positions. They have both indicated 

they will be standing down from the Board at the end of their terms (8th September, 2019).  

  

This leads to ten vacancies on the Board.  Nominations from members are invited for these 

ten vacancies.  

President                                              
Pathology Vice President               
Dermatology Vice President         
Secretary                                              
Treasurer                                             
Education Officer                              
Director                                                 
Director                                                 
Director                                                 
Director                                                 
  

The Constitution allows up to 12 Directors, at least 2 of whom must be qualified to practice 

in the field of dermatology and at least two of whom must be qualified to practice in the 

field of pathology.  

                                                 
Society Directors serve in an honorary capacity. Directors must diligently serve the 

Constitution of the Society, available on the Society’s website at www.aderms.com . Board 

meetings are generally held during the year by occasional teleconference, and annually 



 

during the Annual Scientific Meeting, on the Friday or Saturday immediately preceding the 

Annual General Meeting.  

  

If you wish to nominate for election as a Director, please complete the enclosed Form 

Nomination for Election as a Director of the Australasian Dermatopathology Society and 

return it to Dr Kerry Crotty not later than 5pm on Wednesday 28th, August, 2019. 

Incomplete or late nominations cannot be accepted. The names of all Nominees for election 

will be published on the Society website www.aderms.com  shortly after the closing date for 

nominations. 

  

A Nomination form is attached. 

  

If, having studied the nominees for election as Director on the Society’s website or 

otherwise, you wish to appoint a proxy to vote on your behalf at the AGM, in relation to the 

election of Directors or on any other matter (apart from the Resolution proposed below by 

Drs Snow, Emmanuel and Tallon) that may require a member vote, please complete the 

enclosed Form Appointment of Proxy for Vote of Members at an Australasian 

Dermatopathology Society General Meeting. Return your proxy form to me not later than 

5pm on Monday 2nd September 2019. Incomplete or late proxy forms cannot be accepted. 

  

2. THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION IS FOR CONSIDERATION OF MEMBERS: 

Drs John Snow, Ben Tallon and Patrick Emanuel have submitted the resolution below to the 
Board. 

Resolution: 

 "In keeping with the Objects of the Society as laid out in the Constitution (2012) the 
Australasian Dermatopathology Society should develop and disseminate to the relevant 
professional colleges a position statement that strongly advocates for and encourages the 
development of a pathway for appropriately trained and qualified Australasian 
dermatologists who hold a recognized qualification in dermatopathology to be eligible to be 
assessed for and sit any diploma in dermatopathology developed by the Royal College of 
Pathologists of Australia for the betterment of the sub-specialty locally and 
internationally." 

They provide the following in support of their Resolution. 

“We cannot help but feel that dermatopathology as an academic and clinical discipline would 
benefit hugely locally, as it does globally, by including both primary trained pathologists and 
dermatologists in its ranks. Including both groups fully in the diploma would in our view 
stimulate the development of a far more collegially interactive and robust qualification and 
one that ultimately and most importantly would be to the benefit of all our patients. 
Furthermore we believe it behoves the ADS to do all that it can as an entity in keeping with 



 

the Objects of the Society to promote this ideal and hence adopt and actively work on 
promulgating the intended message of this resolution. 

The issues surrounding the development of a diploma in dermatopathology by the RCPA 
which is germane to the membership has been discussed amongst the board of directors and at 
the AGM over the last several years.  At last years’ AGM, as will be documented in the 
minutes of that meeting, it was agreed to by the current president Dr Cathy Reid that a 
resolution such as the one we now submit could be notified to the membership prior to the 
next AGM to allow members time to consider the issue before voting or appointing a proxy to 
vote at the AGM if they so wish. 

However, the Board could, and in our opinion should, make a decision alone to adopt this 
resolution and announce that it has done so to the membership at the AGM to be held shortly 
in Brisbane.  Such a move would certainly be wholly in keeping with the Objects of the 
Society as carried over from the old and as laid out in the new Constitution of the Society 
(2012) in particular subsections 3b, 3d and ultimately 3f as set out below: 

 The objects for which the Society is established are: 

(a) to foster an interest in dermatopathology among dermatologists and pathologists; 

(b) to promote training in dermatopathology by instituting scientific meetings, demonstrations 
and seminars; 

(c) to provide and disseminate teaching material in dermatopathology; 

(d) to bring together dermatologists and pathologists for the benefit of dermatopathology; 

(e) to encourage research in dermatopathology and allied fields; and 

(f) to do all things, and to take all actions expedient, incidental and conducive to the 
achievement of the above objectives.  

  

However, if the Board cannot see fit to do so then we respectfully request that the resolution 
be put to a vote by the membership at the AGM and that this vote be notified at least 21 days 
prior to that meeting.  For convenience we would suggest that this resolution be sent to 
members at the same time as the constitutionally required notification of the AGM. 

Sincerely 

John Snow FRACP, FACD, FAAD, FASDP 

Dermatologist and Dermatopathologist 

Patrick Emanuel FRCPA, FCAP, FASDP 

Anatomical Pathologist and Dermatopathologist 

 Ben Tallon FRACP, FNZDS, ICDP-UEMS 

Dermatologist and Dermatopathologist” 

  
Drs Snow, Emanuel and Tallon recommend that you vote YES in favour of the 
Resolution. 
  
  



 

------------------------ 
  

Board Position 

This Resolution is supported by some but not all Board members. The Board considers that 

this Resolution should not be decided by the Board alone and as discussed at the 2018 

AGM, a Resolution considering this matter could be put to the membership for 

consideration at the 2019 AGM. 

  

Background (paraphrased from 2018 ADS AGM minutes) 

The Diploma was first proposed to the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia (RCPA) by 

David Weedon many years ago but it had progressed slowly. In late 2015 Kerry Crotty was 

approached by the RCPA to progress the Diploma. She reported that she took on the task 

knowing it would be controversial but considered it would be a substantial step forward for 

dermatopathology and would progress the aims of the ADS. She had formed a committee 

composed of Rod O’Keefe, Geoff Strutton, Richard Scolyer, Craig James, Ben Wood and 

Patrick Emanuel. She had aimed for widespread representation with a mixture of 

dermatopathologists from private and public practice. Two members (Kerry Crotty and Rod 

O’Keefe) are Fellows of the RCPA and the Australasian College of Dermatologists (ACD).  

The RCPA developed the Diploma as a Post Fellowship Diploma for pathologists 

who had completed all requirements for Fellowship of the RCPA. It builds on the 

broad ranging training of Pathology Fellows and aims to further develop their 

expertise in dermatopathology.  The Diploma was announced in 2017 and several 

laboratories have become accredited. As the Diploma is implemented it will be 

modified according to the experience of its implementation. 

  
An alternative point of view; 

  

Dr Kerry Crotty provides an alternative point of view for the proposed Resolution 

“This Resolution is no doubt of interest to many or all members of the Australasian 

Dermatopathology Society (ADS). Many will have a valid opinion on this matter. 

There will be members in favour of this resolution for the reasons outlined by Drs Snow, 

Emanuel and Tallon. 

There will be members who will not be in favour of this resolution for equally valid reasons.  



 

Without arguing the merits of the case presented in the Resolution, I consider that the ADS 

should not take a single stand on this issue. 

The ADS has no affiliation or legal relationship with the Australasian College of 

Dermatologists (ACD),  the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia (RCPA) nor the Royal 

Australasian College of Physicians (RACP).  

 The ADS membership consists of dermatologists and pathologists, most of whom are 

Fellows of the ACD or the RCPA or the RACP.   

The ADS is a very diverse group and I consider that it should be recognised that there 

will be a diversity of valid opinions amongst the membership about whether or not the 

RCPA should allow dermatologists to sit this Diploma. 

The ADS has been advancing its objectives for 40 years and is arguably one of the 

most successful clinicopathological societies in Australasia. Much of its success is 

due to the diversity of its members. 
The ADS should represent all its members and recognise that there will be a variety of valid 

opinions amongst its members on this matter. 

Whatever the outcome of the voting on this resolution, I consider it will be unnecessarily 

divisive. 

The ADS is a registered charity. It is not a lobbying organization. It has no responsibility for 

credentialing. 

Any decision about who is eligible to sit examinations and report pathology in Australia and 

New Zealand is made by the governments of Australia and New Zealand and the RCPA in 

consultation with other credentialing organisations. 

 

I suggest that those members who wish to pursue this matter should work through their 

representative credentialing organisations such as the Australasian College of 

Dermatologists, and the Royal Australasian College of Physicians, requesting consultation 

with the Royal College of Pathologists  of Australasia.  These are the channels for any 

decision making on this matter. 

  

I therefore recommend a NO vote against the Resolution. 

  

Kerry Crotty FRCPA, FACD 

Pathologist and Dermatologist 

------------ 



 

  

VOTING ON RESOLUTION 

Arinex have been appointed as the Returning Office in the vote on this Resolution. 

If you do not attend the AGM but wish to have your vote counted, pre-polling  is possible 

through the link provided below. 

Your vote, either before or at the AGM, will be secret but Arinex will need to confirm your 

identification and your status as a financial member of the ADS. All voting will be de-

identified and aggregated before the results are given to the ADS Board and Membership at 

the AGM.   

  

The Resolution is 

“In keeping with the Objects of the Society as laid out in the Constitution (2012) the 

Australasian Dermatopathology Society should develop and disseminate to the relevant 

professional colleges a position statement that strongly advocates for and encourages the 

development of a pathway for appropriately trained and qualified Australasian 

dermatologists who hold a recognized qualification in dermatopathology to be eligible to be 

assessed for and sit any diploma in dermatopathology developed by the Royal College of 

Pathologists of Australia for the betterment of the sub-specialty locally and 

internationally.” 

  

You will be asked to vote on the following Options 

  

Option 1;  YES.  I wish the Chair of the AGM to record a vote in favour of the resolution 

proposed. 

  

Option 2;   NO.  I wish the Chair of the AGM to record a vote against the resolution 

proposed. 

  

Option 3.  CHAIR’S DISCRETION. I wish the Chair of the AGM to record a vote at the Chair’s 

discretion. 

  

The Chair of the Meeting will be the President of the ADS who will be elected at the 

beginning of the ADS AGM. 

  



 

No other business (apart from the above Resolution and, if required, a vote on nominations 

received) requiring a member vote is currently proposed for the 2019 AGM. 

  

ALL NOMINEES FOR DIRECTOR POSITIONS, ALL MEMBERS SUBMITTING PROXY FORMS, ALL 

MEMBERS VOTING ON THE RESOLUTION LISTED IN THIS NOTICE, OR VOTING ON ANY OTHER 

MATTER, AND/OR ATTENDING THE AGM MUST BE FINANCIAL MEMBERS OF THE ADS. 

  

Yours Sincerely 

Dr Kerry Crotty Director and Company Secretary 

18 August, 2019 

On behalf of  
President                                             Dr Catherine Reid 
Pathology Vice President              Dr Trevor Beer 
Dermatology Vice President        Dr Ben Tallon 
Secretary                                             Dr Kerry Crotty 
Treasurer                                            Dr Richard Williamson 
Director                                                Dr Andrew Ryan  
Director                                                Dr Craig James 
Director                                                Dr Louise Jackett 
Director                                                Dr Alex Nirenberg 
Director                                                Dr Robert Rawson 
Director                                                Dr Ben Wood 
  

Australasian Society of Dematopathologists 

Level 2, 60 Waterloo Rd, Macquarie Park, 2113, NSW Australia.  

secretary.ads@arinex.com.au 
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